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Today’s talk

• A bit about myself
• Two communities I helped create
– Been running more than 15 years
– Focus on self-sustenance

• Several ongoing efforts
• A failure story
• Main message: focus on self-sustenance, 

rather than growth/quality 
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Being a researcher is 
privilege

My goal is to make it easier for 
other to be a researcher than it 

was for me
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Self-sustained communities

Two communities that have been 
running for over 15 years
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Rhythmica (since 2002)

A community of music enthusiasts 
at Indian Institute of Science (IISc) 

Bangalore

9https://iiscgym.iisc.ac.in/clubs/music.html

https://iiscgym.iisc.ac.in/clubs/music.html


“In the 20 years of its existence, 
the club has not only enthralled its 
listeners, but has also honed the 

talent of numerous students, 
giving them a space to create, 

share and discuss music.”
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How did it all start?
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The culture of inclusion
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Self-sustaining communities

Beneficial to many for a long 
period of time, and can also deliver 

quality results
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Un-Distinguished Lecture 
Series (since 2007)

A series of free, casual lectures by 
students at University of British 

Columbia (UBC), Vancouver
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18

(Since 2007, https://www.cs.ubc.ca/~udls/)
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UDLS at University of Utah
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UDLS at Northeastern Univ.
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Self-sustaining communities

Beneficial to many for a long 
period of time, can deliver quality 

results, and inspire others.
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Ongoing efforts for the 
Machine-Learning community
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(https://mementor.net), 
• An online platform for 

holding mentorship 
sessions

• Started in in Dec. 2020
• More than 2000 

people are registered, 
• Around 200 sessions 

held since it’s launch
• Used at many 

conference so far 
(NeurIPs, ICML, 
AIstats, ICLR)

https://mementor.net


A community of mentors and mentees
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30https://blog.iclr.cc/2022/03/18/mentorship-program-for-new-reviewers-at-iclr-2022/
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https://www.sigplan.org/LongTermMentoring/



32https://www.wiml-t.org/mentoring-program
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NeurIPS Meetups 2020
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NeurIPS Meetups 2021

• Went through some 
“hiccups”

• IMO, too much focus on 
“quality” can be a barrier

• NeurIPS 2022 don’t have a 
meetup, AFAIK
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Ongoing Efforts: AI for Social Good
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https://www.dagstuhl.de/en/program/calendar/semhp/?semnr=19082
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https://ai4sg-dagstuhl.github.io/AI4SG-Seminar-Report/



38

https://continual-lifelong-learners.github.io/
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